2 8                                          BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY
THE COMMONWEALTH
The Queen is not only Head of the State in the United
Kingdom but is also Head of the Commonwealth. In
Australia, Canada, Ceylon, Ghana (formerly the Gold Coast),
New Zealand, and South Africa, the Queen is represented by
Governors-General appointed on the "advice" of the Govern-
ments concerned. In the republics of India and Pakistan the
Head of the State is an elected President. The Governors-
General and the Presidents of the Commonwealth perform
constitutional functions analogous to those performed by the
Sovereign in the United Kingdom.
The question whether republics could exist within the
Commonwealth was considered by a meeting of Common-
wealth Prime Ministers in 1950. The communique issued
after the meeting referred to "the traditional capacity of the
Commonwealth to strengthen its unity of purpose, while
adapting its organization and procedures to changing 'circum-
stances." It was agreed that a Commonwealth country could
adopt a republican form of government and remain a full
member of the Commonwealth; the King was described as
"the symbol of free association of its [the Commonwealth's]
independent member nations and as such Head of the Com-
monwealth." Each country of the Commonwealth uses a
form of Title which suits its own particular circumstances.
In the United Kingdom the Title is "Elizabeth the Second,
by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and Her other Realms and Territories
Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith."
The Commonwealth is not a federation or league of
States. Each country acts independently in domestic and
foreign aifairs. There is no Commonwealth secretariat or
permanent machinery for the holding of Commonwealth con-